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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 ROME 05243 212029Z 
ACTION OES-07 

INFO OCT-01 EUR- 1 2 ISO-OO EB-08 /028 W 

074967 212031Z/72 

P R 211531Z MAR 78 
FM AMEMBASSY ROME 
TO USIA WASHDC PRIORITY 
INFO AMCONSUL PALERMO 
US DOC WASHDC 
SECSTATE WASHDC 1458 

UNCLAS ROME 5243 

USIAC 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
SUBJECT: SEDP EXHIBIT 


Message Text 


REF: A) CM 1013 OF 10/12/77, B) USIA 7196, C) ROME 4998 

1 . WE BELIEVE US NATIONAL INTERESTS ABROAD (REF A) WOULD 
BE WELL SERVED BY RECONSIDERATION DECISION TO CANCEL THE 
SEDP EXHIBIT IN PALERMO (REF B). THE US COMMITMENT TO THE 
MEDITERRANEAN FAIR IS LONG-STANDING, BASED ON 
SUBSTANTIVE FOLLOW-UP OF SOLAR ENEERGY CONFERENCE LAST YEAR 
AND THE POST'S ALL-OUT EFFORT IN PALERMO NEXT WEEK, WHEN 100 
OF ITALY’S MOST IMPORTANT SCIENTISTS WILL MEET WITH FIVE 
AMERICAN EXPERTS TO DISCUSS ENERGY PROBLEMS. 


2. WE URGE THAT MEANS BE FOUND KEEP SEDP EXHIBIT/PROGRAM 
FOR PALERMO. IT IS MOST CRUCIAL THAT WE EVIDENCE OUR BONA 
FIDES (REF C). 

NOT TO DO SO, PARTICUARLY AFTER EXPECTED HIGH IMPACT 
OF USIS CONFERENCE MARCH 28-29, WILL SET BACK THE 
COOPERATIVE RELATIONSHIP ESTABLISHED WITH SICILIAN 
LEADERSHIP IN ORDER FURTHER COUNTRY OBJECTIVES. SHIRLEY 
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